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AMENDMENT 

Responsive to the Office Action dated March 7, 2002, entry and consideration of 
the following amendments and remarks are requested. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend the claims as follows: ^ _ 



7. ( A m^nded)7^re^acid as claimed in claim 5 which encodes a SPASIC 
variant protein which (i) has^hannelactivity, and (ii) comprises an amino acid 
sequence having at least SoVs^ce identity with the full length sequence as shown 
in SEQ ID NQ.2 . 



!£<y 9~ (A^e^dlAn^c\ acid as claimed in claim 7 which is an allelic variant. 




16. (Amended) A methoi\ofjdentifying and/or cloning a nucleic acid which 
encodes a SPASIC variant projeiLhich (i) has ion channel activity, and (ii) comprises 
an amino acid sequence having at last 80%^quence identity with the full length 
sequence as shown in SEQ |f\N02W acid which is capable of hybridizing 

with the complement of a nucleic acid Wising bases 292-1909 of SEQ ID NO:1 or a 
degeneratively equivalent sequence the\of under high stringency conditions of 0.1 x 
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Fees are attached as calculated below: minus high est number 

Total effective claims after amendment 84 m ^ $ ^ QQ 
previously paid for 53 (at leasts 

p . „ nt 5 minus highest number 

independent claims after amendment^ 5 m. u $ ^ 

Terminal disclaimer enclosed, add $ 1 10.00 

D Fi „ s—n ^ P«S <° 37 CFR ($74a00) 

U □ Please enter the previously unentered , tiled 
□ Submission attached 

H "small entity," then enter half abatement filed herewith 

Q Applicant claims "small entity status. l_j 

Rule 56 information Disclosure Statement Filing Fee ($180.00) 
Assignment Recording Fee ($40.00) 
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